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Letter from Executive Director and Founder
Joy Bartling

Resiliency is a word that has made its way into my orbit a lot recently. I always feel challenged to come 
up with different superlatives befitting our Scatter Joy Acres volunteers and the organization at large.
Tasked with trying to think of a word that best describes our volunteers for 2021, I am again drawn back 
to resilient. As the pandemic continued into 2021, our work as we know it continued to grow as those 
who had become affected by mandates and not being able to socialize started to show serious signs 
of depression from youth to elderly. We continued to comfort the individuals in our community when they 
needed us the most. Our volunteers did not take this as a defeat but as a challenge. 

The work done by our therapy teams in the schools, medical facilities, and court facilities is tangible. 
Teachers, administrators, medical and court personnel consistently report the positive effects of a 
therapy animal visit. Though it may seem obvious from our own experiences, objective evidence suggests 
children’s stress levels reduce, heart rates decrease, and anxiety diminishes in the presence of a 
non-judgmental, patient, friendly animal. 

There is no end to the need. Children will always need to learn to read, people will always get sick, and 
unfortunately, human nature indicates society will always require legal proceedings. For the Scatter 
Joy Acres mission to continue indefinitely, we need funding. Moreover, Scatter Joy Acres is always seeking 
to increase involvement and improve the performance of our teams through deeper understanding and 
education. Individuals in other communities need therapy animals too. Because we know the program 
works here in our community, we know it will work in other communities, so we make concerted efforts 
to spread the message and support new organizations with information about what works for us.

Finally, awareness is key to impact. 
Knowledge of the availability of our 
qualified and certified teams to 
provide comfort and support in a 
myriad of situations is critical to our 
community involvement. Truly, our 
teams seek only to comfort individuals 
and receive nothing in return but a 
thank you, a rub of the belly, a pat 
on the head, or a scratch behind 
the ear. 

Your donations allowed us to stay 
connected to the individuals in our 
community. You helped us make

meaningful connections and continue with our mission. At a time when many people had to cut back 
on supporting nonprofits, you still believed in us enough to generously donate. 

One thing I know for sure is that the resilience of our volunteers is immeasurable, and with the support of 
our community, we can achieve anything.



Rescues, feeds, and cares for neglected, hungry, and abandoned
animals to create healthy relationships in our communities. To

help people restore a sense of peace and purpose in life.

Our Vision

Assisting men, women, children,
and animals by providing

A Place of Rescue and A Journey to Peace.

Our Mission

We rely on volunteers to provide second chances to the 202 animals that 
Scatter Joy Acres was able to save in 2021. They assist us with ranch activities daily 

and impact every aspect of our organization. SJA simply couldn’t do it without them.

$81,000
Animal Care
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COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS



Sca�er Joy Acres brings our animals to seniors to interact 
with, improving their well-being and showing them that a 

furry companion can be life-changing. Walking a dog is 
great cardiovascular exercise, but just the simple act of 

pe�ing, brushing, or feeding an animal provides both activity 
and a means to stay engaged with the world. Pets can make 
the elderly feel needed, and that feeling can translate into 

a greater sense of purpose and self-worth. During what can 
be a lonely time of life, the unconditional love of a cherished 

dog, goat, llama or donkey can be a bridge to more 
socialization with others, lowered stress, mental stimulation 

and a renewed interest in life.

The Veterans Programs at Sca�er Joy Acres works with former 
soldiers who are experiencing sympoms of mental illness, 

such as PTSD, depression, anxiety and addictions. Our 
program includes social learning theory and animal assisted 

therapy (AAT) as a mean of providing education, changing 
stereotypes, reducing stigma, and encouraging change from 

non-judgmental helpers (i.e. animals). With training and 
treatment, it is hoped that symptoms will be alleviated, and 

healthier lives can become reality. We not only work with the 
veteran, but their family members as well.

Sca�er Joy Acres uses interactions with animals to teach 
at-risk youth how to behave toward others, ending their 
possible cycle of abuse and giving them another path to 

follow. The animals at SJA all have histories of abuse, neglect, 
abandonment, or worse. We believe that our animals, with 
their unconditional love and non-judgmental a�itude, can 
o�en reach kids more deeply and e�ectively than people 

can. When they explore how our previously-abused animals 
have learned to forgive and overcome their pasts, the animals 

become role models helping the children reach their goals 
of surpassing their pain and reaching for their bright futures.  

EDUCATION
• After School Programs
• College Planning
• Service Learning
• School Field Trips
• Outdoor Education
• Ranch Academy
• STEM Education
• Scout Camps
• Tutoring Assistance
• Cowboy Ethics
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Animal Husbandry
• Internships
• Community Service*

EVENTS
• Animal Encouters
• Birthday Parties
• Corporate Outings
• Easter Egg Hunts
• Hay Rack Rides
• Hump Day Events
    with a Camel
• Live Nativities
• Scavenger Hunts
• Static Steer 
   Head Roping
• Summer Camps
• Reindeer Events

ACTIVITIES
• Bonfires & Campouts
• Catering & Cookouts
• Mobile Vet Clinic
• Hay Bale Climing
• Horseshoe Pit
• Hula Hoop Toss
• Nature Trails
• Petting Zoo
• Playground
• Photography Ops
• Picnics

CERTIFICATIONS
SCATTER JOY ACRES:

USDA Class C 
Exhibitor License

NE Fish and Game 
Wildlife Permit
NE Dept of Ag 
Shelter License
Member NAM

JOY BARTLING:
Vet tech

AAT
Cowboy Ethics

* To support local law enforcement efforts and the community, SJA is a site for court ordered community service.

SENIOR 
PROGRAMS

VETERANS
PROGRAMS

AT-RISK
YOUTH

PROGRAMS

EAGALA 
PROGRAM

The Eagala team approach is a professional mental 
health model. It is not recreational horsemanship, riding 
lessons, or therapeutic riding and does not involve riding 

at all. The Eagala Model is a psychological framework 
based on sound theoretical principles led by a licensed

Mental Health Professional. Your therapist is responsible 
for creating, with your support, a treatment plan and 

providing for your emotional safety. Your Equine 
Specialist co-facilitates with your therapist, and helps 
oversee physical and emotional safety of the horses 

and everything in the environment.
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