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Letter from executive director and founder
Joy Bartling

2020 was a record year for making a difference in the lives in our community. For the fourth consecutive 
year, we reached a new milestone.

That’s a testament to the commitment and compassion of our partner agencies, our financial supporters,
our volunteers, and our staff. SJA has had to adjust our processes and make hard decisions. We’ve had 
to ask more from our supporters than ever—but the result of all that effort is undeniable. The question is, 
where do we go from here?

As our springtime came, the Coronavirus pandemic was just becoming a reality, and SJA could never 
have imagined what the next three months would bring. It has been everything except business as usual. 
From day one of the crisis, SJA has remained open for business, adopting new methods and protocols to 
get essential services to our clients and to the people who now found themselves needing our programs 
during this difficult time. We had to act immediately and revamp how to provide services while limiting 
access to our buildings. The number one reason we were able to keep going is simple: the dedicated 
staff and volunteers at Scatter Joy Acres, Inc. I am extremely proud of our team and how they continue 
to work hard on behalf of those affected by COVID-19. Each day brought on new challenges and 
everyone stepped up to make it work.

Looking forward, it is clear the way we operate will be different. Rest assured, we will get the resources to 
those who need them by constantly adjusting protocols to match whatever the current situation may be.
This is a whole new world in which we do business. We are known for client interaction and at this point, it 
is minimal. We will continue to work with the public as they come to visit the ranch and see that SJA is 
“A Place of Rescue and A Journey to Peace”. However, we must do this at a slow, extremely cautious 
pace, considering the safety of our staff, volunteers, and clients.

I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their support and trust in me to lead this agency, and I look 
forward to working together again this upcoming year. I would like to thank our community partners, as 
well as individual donors, for their continued support. I also want to thank our SJA staff and volunteers who
have been the consummate team players and unhesitatingly stepped up during these difficult times of 
such uncertainty and confusion.

I truly appreciate all of you. There is so much truth in the quote, “It takes a village.”



$37,000
Animal Care

$72,000
Operation

$5,000
Fundraising

$78,000
Administrative

$115,500
Grants & Public 
    Support

$13,000
Animal Assited

      Therapy
$9,500
Gifts in Kind

$15,000
Fundraising 
Events   

$161,210
Petting Zoo &

Programs

total support
$314,210

total expenses
$212,000

expensessupport

$20,000
Program



926
VOLUNTEERS

8,228
HOURS

20,091
VISITORS



RESCUES, FEEDS, AND CARES FOR NEGLECTED, HUNGRY, AND ABANDONED ANIMALS TO CREATE HEALTHY 
RELATIONSHIPS IN OUR COMMUNITIES. TO HELP PEOPLE RESTORE A SENSE OF PEACE AND PURPOSE IN LIFE.

Our VISION

ASSISTING MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND ANIMALS BY
PROVIDING A PLACE OF RESCUE AND A JOURNEY TO PEACE.

Our Mission

We rely on volunteers to provide second chances to the 528 animals that 
Scatter Joy Acres was able to save in 2020. They assist us with ranch activities daily 

and impact every aspect of our organization. SJA simply couldn’t do it without them.

1,418
SPECIAL EVENTS

HOURS

1,200
BEHAVIOR &

ENRICHMENT HOURS

405
ADULTS & YOUTH

SERVED THROUGH
DIRECT PROGRAMS

1,980
SENIOR HOME
VISIT HOURS



cooperating organizations



ANIMAL ASSISTED THERAPY
Pets can be good for our health. They are known to increase a sense of well-being and reduce our stress 
levels. Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) is an innovative intervention in which an animal becomes a crucial 

and highly e�ective part of the treatment process. Animals can give therapists the tools they need to begin 
and maintain an e�ective treatment program with solution-focused therapy. AAT can improve a person's 

social, emotional, and cognitive functions.

Sca�er Joy Acres brings our animals to seniors to interact with, improving their well-being and showing them that a 
furry companion can be life-changing. Walking a dog is great cardiovascular exercise, but just the simple act of pe�ing,
brushing, or feeding an animal provides both activity and a means to stay engaged with the world. Pets can make the 
elderly feel needed, and that feeling can translate into a greater sense of purpose and self-worth. During what can be a 
lonely time of life, the unconditional love of a cherished dog, goat, llama or donkey can be a bridge to more socialization
with others, lowered stress, mental stimulation and a renewed interest in life.
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Many soldiers experience symptoms of mental illness such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, 
and addictions. Traumatic brain injuries (TBI) can exacerbate symptoms. When le� untreated, the e�ects of symptoms 
a�ect not only the veteran, but their relationships with others. The Veterans Programs at Sca�er Joy Acres includes 
social learning theory and animal assisted therapy (AAT) as a mean of providing education, changing stereotypes, 
reducing stigma, and encouraging change from non-judgmental helpers (ie animals). With training and treatment, it is 
hoped that symptoms will be alleviated, and healthier lives can become reality. We not only work with the veteran, but 
their family members as well.
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Sca�er Joy Acres uses interactions with animals to teach at-risk youth how to behave towards other people. By teaching 
empathy and responsibility, our At-Risk Youth Program helps turn the kids into protectors, ending the possible cycle of 
abuse and giving them another path to follow. The animals at Sca�er Joy Acres all have histories of abuse, neglect, 
abandonment, or worse. O�en, the children in our programs share similar pasts, and hearing the stories of the animals 
helps them see that change is possible. As they see that the animals are safe here with us, the children begin to open up 
because they, too, feel safe. We believe that our animals, with their unconditional love and non-judgmental a�itude, can 
o�en reach kids more deeply and e�ectively than people can. As the children learn to love and understand the animals, 
they learn to love and understand themselves. When they explore how our previously-abused animals have learned to 
forgive and overcome their pasts, the animals become role models helping the children reach their goals of surpassing 
their pain and reaching for their bright futures.  

EDUCATION
A�er School Programs

College Planning
Service Learning
School Field Trips

Outdoor Education
Ranch Academy
STEM Education

Scout Camps
Tutoring Assistance

Cowboy Ethics
Volunteer Opportunities

Animal Husbandry
Internships

Community Service*

EVENTS
Animal Encouters
Birthday Parties

Corporate Outings
Easter Egg Hunts
Hay Rack Rides

Hump Day Events
with a Camel
Live Nativities

Scavenger Hunts
Static Steer 
Head Roping

Summer Camps
Reindeer Events

ACTIVITIES
Bonfires & Campouts
Catering & Cookouts

Mobile Vet Clinic
Hay Bale Climing

Horseshoe Pit
Hula Hoop Toss

Nature Trails
Pe�ing Zoo
Playground

Photography Ops
Picnics

certifications

SCATTER JOY ACRES:
USDA Class C 

Exhibitor License
NE Fish and Game 

Wildlife Permit
NE Dept of Ag 
Shelter License
Member NAM

JOY BARTLING:
Vet tech

AAT
Cowboy Ethics

* To support local law enforcement e�orts and the community, SJA is a site for court ordered community service.
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