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Message from the Director 
 
 

Dear Supporter,  
 
While reflecting on the past year, I realized some things never change at Scatter Joy Acres. 
Every year we recognize our accomplishments and celebrate our incredible core of staff, 
volunteers, and supporters. And 2018 was certainly no different! I am pleased to present our 
2018 annual report, which will offer you a glimpse of some of those accomplishments and the 
businesses, foundations, and individuals we would like to recognize and thank. While many 
things remain the same (our community of supporters and our consistent lifesaving results), 
many things do change. Every year the number of lives changed grows; the end of 2018 marked 
9,754 lives were touched by our animal assisted therapy program. Every year our programs 
grows, providing more outreach, education, animal assistance therapy, and community 
resources. We’ve been part of an increasing number of collaborations with other organizations, 
quickly making Scatter Joy Acres (SJA) one of the best places to provide animal assisted therapy 
in the surrounding Omaha area! It is only with your ongoing support that we will be able to 
continue providing individuals, and animals a second chance at life. On behalf of all of us here, I 
thank you for your commitment to giving to our program that gives many an opportunity to 
make a change in their life, now and in the years to come!  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Joy Bartling 
Executive Director 

Jack came to Scatter Joy Acres totally blind.  A 20 year old appaloosa, at ten years of age an illness left him 

blind. As a result, he spent half of his life alone in a stall and it showed. His previous owners did the best they 

could to care for him in this situation, but they didn’t understand his capacity to see beyond his blindness.   

Initially scared and timid, Jack rapidly adapted to his new surroundings.  He was elated to be out of a stall.  We 

walked the fence line and corral with him several times to teach him his new surroundings.  For Jack’s benefit, 

he started in the corral with the miniature horses. Like most animals, horses (even minis) maintain a pecking 

order.  A blind horse will fall to the bottom of that social hierarchy.  As in society, the disabled are all too often 

viewed as a burden and cast aside.  They are shunned and denied many of life’s basic needs.  Faced with a 

herd bully, Jack had to decide between fight and flight. In his condition, flight was equally as deadly as fight.     

Then came Lucky.  Lucky is a miniature horse who has been on the ranch for a several years.  The two became 

best friends.  Lucky became Jack’s eyes. He helped Jack learn how to navigate the pasture and corral.  Jack 

followed Lucky everywhere he went.  Lucky would see to it that Jack found his way to the feed bunk, water 

and safely back out to the pasture for more grazing. Eventually, through Lucky’s patient teaching, Jack was 

able to wander around by himself.  Lucky gave Jack courage when faced with the miniature herd bully, and 

Jack protected Lucky with the standard herd.  

The two stood together when faced with adversity.   Jack navigates by sound and smell and teaches us that 

when one sense fails, we can use other senses and depend on our companions for help. With a little help and 

perseverance, we can make a difference. Whether we are disabled or face challenges in life, life is too short to 

let a disability or challenge stop you from having a good life. …and we need all use a little Lucky in 

our lives. 



Scatter Joy 

Acres 
 

 
 
 

In 2006 Scatter Joy Acres (SJA) was founded by Joy Bartling as Soby Ranch Ministries in 

2006 near Fort Calhoun, Nebraska to provide a new home, new life, and new meaning by 

rescuing abused or neglected animals. 
 
Bartling’s first loves were the animals who became her closest childhood friends and 

confidants when she felt she had no one else to turn to during a painful part 

of her journey to adulthood. Understanding that there are often deep pains in life 

and the many times that human beings were not able to touch them, she realized she was not 

alone in that aspect. 
 
At the ranch, the animals serve as an integral part of the on-going mission of providing 

therapeutic interaction for developmentally disabled and autistic children, seniors, 

veterans, and at-risk children. 
 
Many of us, like Joy, have found comfort, solace, peace and even joy in the company of 

animals.  Joy embraced her passionate gift in life which also would be a significant way to 

‘give back’ to the community. Thus, “Scatter Joy Acres” was created to scatter God’s joy 

across all of his acres. 
 
On the ranch, each animal has a name, a story and a significance, which is demonstrated in 

warmth and love they share with every person they encounter. 
 
The interactions animals share as they meet with people are simply amazing. 

 

In 2013, SJA relocated to a sprawling, lush, 26-acre site within Omaha at 49th & Newport. 

Here it provides a surprisingly quiet inner city sanctuary for both humans and animals. 
 
In addition to the therapy and rescue, the ranch is available for birthday parties, corporate 

outings and other events. There is an ample parking, picnic areas, a playground, hayrack rides, 

bonfires, and plenty of room for fun and games. 
 
 
Our ranch on Omaha’s north side serves as headquarters for the ever-expanding Scatter Joy 

Acres organization. The ranch is presently home to more than 100 animals like alpacas, sheep, 
rabbits, goats, horses, cows, a camel, a variety of fowl, pigs, and peacocks.   SJA provides 
animal therapy for the developmentally disabled, seniors and veterans both at the ranch at on-
site at many other facilities in and around the metro Omaha area. 

 
Additionally, SJA is one of the region’s only authorized education sites for the widely 
acclaimed “Be Somebody” curriculum, teaching young people to be responsible adults 
using the “Code of the West”. 

 
Scatter Joy Acres provides an experience unlike any other for those it serves.  Animal rescue 

and therapy, an urban ranch, real life - hands on STEM education, college planning and animal 

interaction makes   Scatter Joy Acres an incredible organization and place to visit.



Our Mission 
Assisting men, women, children, and animals by providing  

"A Place of Rescue" and "A Journey to Peace." 

 

 

Our Vision 

 
Rescues, feeds, and cares for neglected, hungry, and abandoned animals to create healthy 

relationships in our communities.  To help people restore a sense of peace and purpose in 

life. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucky the Guide Horse 

 

“For it is in giving that we receive.” — 
Saint Francis of Assisi.  
 
In life, we all experience an opportunity to help others.  These opportunities can be as simple as holding a door open or 
as dramatic as saving a life.  They happen every day of every week.  They are placed there for our benefit, giving us an 
opportunity to be a difference in the lives of everyone involved.  The donors benefit in the ability to make a difference, 
no matter how small.  The recipients benefit by receiving the kindness and/or generosity the donors give.  It is a reciprocal 
relationship. This happens in the animal world as well. When Jack, a blind horse, arrived at our ranch he felt scared and alone in 
his new environment.  It was a big change from the small stall he resided in for the previous ten years. Lucky found an 
opportunity to make a difference in Jack’s life.  He became Jack’s eyes.  When Jack was hungry, Lucky led him to the feed 
trough.  When Jack was thirsty, Lucky led him to the water trough.  When the weather got bad, Lucky led him to shelter.  When 
others sought to push Jack from the herd, Lucky came to his defense.   Lucky benefits from the relationship, as well.  Jack helps 
care for and protect 
Lucky from the standard horses that push him away from the troughs.  



Services 
    Afterschool Education 

o Civic Responsibility, 

o Academic Achievements, 

o Personal Accountability 

    Animal Therapy (on-site or at the ranch) 

o At-Risk Youth 

o Developmentally Disabled 

    Youth & Adults 

o Those suffering from PTSD 

o Seniors 
o Veterans 

    Animal Encounters (100+) 

o Alpacas 

o Camel 

o Cats & Dogs 

o Cows 

o Donkeys (Standard & Mini) 

o Fowl 

    Chickens 

    Ducks 

    Guinea Fowl 

    Peacocks 

    Pigeons 

o Goats 

o Horses (Standard & Mini) 

o Pigs 

o Rabbits 

o Sheep 

    Animal Rescue & Rehoming 

o Adoptions 

o Caring for abandoned and 

neglected animals 

    Birthday Parties 

    Bonfires 

    Campouts 

    Catering 

    College Planning 

    Cookouts 

    Corporate Outings 

o Parties & Picnics 

o Team Building 

    Cowboy Ethics 

    Dress Up Barn 

    Easter Egg Hunts 

    Hay Bale Climbing 

    Hayrack Rides 

    Horseback Riding 

    Horse Shoes 

    Hula Hoop Toss 

    Hump Day Events with a camel 

 Live Animal Encounters (on-site or at the 

ranch) 

    Live Nativities 

    Nature Trails 

    On-site parking 

    Petting Zoo 

    Playground 

    Photography Settings 

o Scenic Backgrounds 

o Animal Backgrounds 

o Baby Animals (subject to 

availability) 

    Picnic area 

    Scavenger Hunts 

    Service Learning 

    Service Opportunities 

    School Outings & Outdoor Education 

o Cowboy Ethics 

o Educational 

o Entertaining 

o Field Trips 

o Hands on 

o Ranch Academy 

o STEM Education 

    Scout Camps 

    Static Steer Head Roping 

    Summer Camps 

    Tutoring Assistance 

    Endless Volunteer Opportunities



Programs 
Animal Assisted Therapy-- Pets can be good for our health.  They are known to increase a sense 
of well-being and reduce our stress levels. Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) is an innovative 
intervention in which an animal becomes a crucial and highly effective part of the treatment 
process.  Animals can give therapists the tools they need to begin and maintain an effective 
treatment program with solution-focused therapy.  AAT can improve a person's social, emotional, 
and cognitive functions. 
 
Senior Programs-- Humans benefit greatly from the companionship of a pet. An animal in the life 
of a senior can give them new meaning and improve their well-being, so it is important for seniors 
to have a pet in their living environment.  
 
Fortunately, not many senior living communities are not allowed to have their pets with them and 
that is where Scatter Joy Acres brings our animals in for seniors to interact with. 
 
For seniors, the benefits of a furry companion can be life-changing. Walking a dog is great 
cardiovascular exercise, but just the simple act of caring for a pet-petting, brushing, feeding-
provides both mild activity and a means to stay engaged with the world. Pets can make the elderly 
feel needed, and that feeling can translate into a greater sense of purpose and self-worth. During 
what can be a lonely time of life, the unconditional love of a cherished dog, goat, llama or 
donkey can be a bridge to more socialization with others, lowered stress, mental stimulation and a 
renewed interest in life. 
 
Veterans Programs-- Veterans are often seen as hero's but are very much an underserved 
population.  Upon returning from combat, many soldiers experience symptoms of mental illness 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, and addictions. Traumatic brain 
injuries (TBI) often occurs with mental illness and exacerbate symptoms.  Veterans face and 
increased risk of violence, homelessness, often due to untreated mental illness.  The effects of 
symptoms affect not only the veteran but relationships with others.   Even with so many veterans in 
need of treatment, dew actually receive help for mental illness due to stigma or limited 
accessibility of resources.   The proposed interventions including social learning theory and animal 
assisted therapy (AAT) as a mean of providing education, changing stereotypes, reducing stigma, 
and encouraging change from non-judgmental helpers (ie animals).  With training and treatment, it 
is hoped that veterans' symptoms will be alleviated, and healthier lives can become reality.  
We not only work with the Veteran we work with family members as well.  The veteran who has 
returned home is not the same person and children and spouses are also affected by this change.   
 
At Risk Youth-- Since children naturally identify with animals, we can use interactions with 
animals to teach children how to behave towards other people.  Often when children are abused, 
they turn their hurt around to abuse others. By teaching empathy and uniting kids with all life, our 
At-Risk Youth program helps turn these kids from the inner city into protectors instead of abusers. 
We believe that our animals are particularly helpful with these children. First, the animals at 
Scatter Joy Acres all have histories of abuse, neglect, abandonment or worse.  Often the children 
share similar pasts, and hearing the stories of the animals helps them see that change is possible. 
Second, as they see that the animals are safe here with us, the children begin to open up, as they 
too feel safe. Finally, we believe that animals, with their unconditional love and non-judgmental 
attitude, can often reach kids more deeply and effectively than people can. As the children learn to 
love the animals, they simultaneously learn to love a part of themselves. As they learn to 
understand the animals, they learn to understand a part of themselves. 



Identifying with the animals at Scatter Joy Acres helps the children feel safe. When we explore 
how our abused animals have learned to forgive and overcome their pasts, the animals become role 
models helping the children reach their goals of surpassing their pain and reaching for their bright 
futures. 
We believe that animals can provide unconditional love, kindness, and a non-judgmental attitude to 
all.  The animals at Scatter Joy Acres have so much love to give back, and we believe they are 
perfect for people with special needs. 
Scatter Joy Acres environment is safe and quiet, giving your special needs group the freedom to be 
themselves, and the room to explore at their own pace. The animals teach forgiveness, love, trust, 
and a sense of responsibility, which means a lot too many special needs children. 
 
Education/Outreach-- Scatter Joy Aces is an educational facility that teaches children about 
animals in a way that will change their perspective about themselves and the world around them.  
We want to show children that even though we all look different, we are all the same inside. Every 
living being has language and needs food, water, shelter and love. 
We teach the children why roosters crow, why pigs love mud, why goats chew, and how each 
species communicates through body language. Here at Scatter Joy Acres, kids gain an 
understanding of animals, see how much we all have in common, and get to expand their empathy 
for all living beings. 
After our presentation, the children get to visit the horses, brush the cows, give the pigs tummy 
rubs, talk to the turkeys, play with the goats and the sheep, and so much more. It is an educational, 
hands-on experience that they will never forget. Our program is appropriate for all ages. We work 
with kids from K-12. 

 

Community Involvement & Outreach Events 

 



Fundraising & Development 
In addition to our annual events, community fundraisers hosted by local businesses raised an 
additional $5,880 to help us continue our mission and lifesaving work! 
 
We are continuing to develop more Fundraising opportunities.  
 
  
 

 

Support 
Grants & Public Support  $ 40,643 
Animal Assisted Therapy  $ 19,255 
Petting Zoo/Programs   $ 31,710 
Ranch Events    $   6,053 
Fundraising Events   $   5,176 
Gifts In Kind    $175,508 
 

Total Support   $278,345 
 
Expense 
Program    $  6,190 
Operation    $ 52,447 
Fundraising    $   2,000 
Administrative   $  9,382 
Animal Care    $ 21,089 
 

Total Expense   $ 91,108  

Born on a dairy farm near Wray, Colorado, Zebediah came to Scatter Joy Acres in December of 2016. Coming from a long 
line of Colorado camels, he has adapted readily to Nebraska weather. Like all camels, Zebediah was born without much of a 
hump. He has grown, and so has his hump. In 2017 we added a second Camel Nyles.  
 
Both are dromedary camels, which means they have one hump and not two.  They are quite social and loving.  They love 
mugging for the cameras.  On occasion getting too close for the photographer, which resulted in a nice gooey kiss for the 
camera. Zebediah and Nyles fill an important need for our annual live nativities.  
 

 

REASON FOR THE 

SEASON 

The donkey, prized for its strength, 
endurance and sure-footedness 
The ox is a symbol of patience and 
strength.  
Sheep were the most pervasive animals in 
the Middle East. 
Goats they represented sinners and the 
damned. 
Camels symbolize that Jesus' message 
would be carried far into many lands. 
Cock crowed at midnight in the stable to 
announce the arrival of the Messiah.  
Peacock represents the immortality of 
Christ. 
The shepherds represented not only the 
common man, but they also became 
harbingers of the good news that the 
Savior was born. 
The wise men, called the Magi and often 
shown some distance from the manger, 
represent the many lands that Christ's 
teachings would reach. T 
The sight of a nativity still evokes the 
miracle of Jesus' conception, his humble 
birth, his ultimate sacrifice and the gift of 
everlasting life to those who believe. The 
true meaning of Christmas. 



Second Chances by Numbers 
Scatter Joy Acres provides each animal with important medical care, such as vaccinations,  
heartworm testing, spaying/neutering, and microchipping; taking responsibility for these 
rescued homeless animals means securing the right health for all of them, both physically and 
emotionally, to the very best of our ability. We proudly accomplish this by operating with an 
efficient budget. A steady increase in revenue in 2018 allowed us to increase the services we 
were able to provide, establishing us as a healthy organization with a strong future in which 
more ranch animals will be given second chances. In addition, we will be able to provide more 
services to many in our community that need animal assisted therapy. 
 

 
Every animal coming through the doors 
of Scatter Joy Acres deserves a second 
chance. We pride ourselves in being an 
open to taking in every animal that comes 
to us and giving them a second, and 
sometimes third or fourth, chance at a 
new home. Scatter Joy Acres fosters lots 
of these dogs that come in from around 
the county. While in our care, they are 
provided enrichment and loving care for 
as long as they stay with us. 
 
Scatter Joy Acres in 2018 fostered 258 
dogs that are now with forever families.   
 
 
 

 

Compassion and Human Enrichment 
Many of our volunteers love animals and enjoy taking care of them.  For these volunteer’s 
rehabilitation is a passion that enriches their life.  It is very rewarding to know that an animal 
survived and was able to be adopted because of something you did! 
 
Engaging in community service/volunteering provides individuals with the opportunity to 
become active members of their community and has a lasting, positive impact on society at 
large. Community service or volunteerism enables individuals to acquire life skills and 
knowledge, as well as provide a service to those who need it most. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aspen arrived and was going to be put down, 
she had lateral luxated patella, and the cost for 
surgery was 4000, I called Dr Jeff clinic in 
Colorado (he has a show on Animal Planet) I 

took her to Colorado for surgery 
which was only 700. Dr Jeff wasn’t sure she 
would use her leg as she should.  And today 
Aspen is in a forever home with 14 acres, a 
loving family and she jumps on the trampoline. 



 

Grants & Fundraisers 
 

Scatter Joy Acres need strong donor-support programs to operate successfully, and Scatter Joy 
Acres, relying on support from grants, fundraisers, and donations, is no exception. Through 
workplace matching gifts and our monthly donor program, Our Critter Catalog, we are able to 
save more ranch animals every year. At the ranch, the animals serve as an integral part of the 
on-going mission of providing therapeutic interaction for developmentally disabled and autistic 
children, seniors, veterans, and at-risk children. We are grateful to each and 
 every donor who makes our work possible. 

 

Sydney’s Story 

 
Our teams are often recognized for their community service with thank you notes and 
newspaper articles. Some facilities, such as Douglas County Hospital,  Alegent Health Hospice 
House, Immanuel Hospital, Immanuel Village, Immanuel Courtyard, Immanuel Pathways, 
Bethany Lutheran, Bethany Heights, Heritage Fox Run, Heritage Sterling, Heritage Ridge, 
Richmont Terrace, Walnut Grove, Country House, Immanuel Lakeside, Immanuel Lighthouse, 
Bickford Hickory, Hillcrest, Azari Health Montclair, Brookstone Meadows, Elkridge Village, 
Omaha Nursing and Rehab, Southview Heights, Sunridge Village. Golden Living Val Haven, 
Oxbow Living, Bethany Heights, Hickory Villa, Aksarben Village, Via Christe, Ridgewood, 
Prarie Meadows, Crown Point have recognized our teams at special functions.  
 
 

Hospitals and Clinics 200 hours 
 Nursing Homes, Assisted Living, and Senior Day Care 720 Hours 
Schools and Library Programs 856 hours 
 Miscellaneous Facilities and Programs 175 hours  
Juvenile Rehabilitation Centers 74 hours 
 Hospice 268 hours  
Total Hours 2293 hours 

 

 

"A little girl had been seeing her counselor for three weeks and she would not talk to her about what 
had happened to her.  We were called in to help with one of our animals.  We took in a bunny named 
Spot.  I spend 10 minutes with Sydney and Spot and we talked about Spot his colors, how soft he 
was and how to hold Spot.  I left the room and the work began.  Sydney for the past three years had 
been sexually molested by someone and she was scared to tell anyone.  After 45 minutes the 
Counselor came out and told me that Sydney had told Spot who, what, when and how long this had 
been happening.  This is a true test of how many of our animals are making a difference every day in 
people lives.  Sydney and Spot still see each other weekly." 



 

Volunteers are the Heart of Everything we do 
We rely on volunteers to provide second chances to the nearly 250 animals that come through 
our doors each year. And assist us with ranch activities daily. Volunteers touch every aspect of 
our organization and we simply couldn’t do it without them. 
 

 

             
 

Administrative 250 hours  
Animal Care 2,400 hours 
Board of Directors 250 hours  
Behavior & Enrichment 2,661 hours  
Community Outreach 225 hours  
Community Service 300 hours  
Cowboy Ethics 587 hours  
Orientation & Training 500 hours 
Special Events 500 hours  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cowboy 

Ethics 
 
 

Scatter Joy Acres is a place that provides teens with the tools 
and guidance to become better versions of themselves. We teach 
them valuable trade skills, the importance of a good attitude and 
strong work ethic, all through the power of animals. Our program 
runs year- round through the four-phase curriculum we have 
created. The foundation of our programming is based off of 
Cowboy Ethics and The Code of the West, written by James P. 
Owen. 

 
 

Phase I (duration of the entire school year) revolves entirely 
around Cowboy Ethics activities, and each activity represents a 

principle of The Code of the West: 
 
 





















    Live each day with courage 
    Always finish what you start 
    Do what has to be done 
    Talk less, and say more 
    When you make a promise keep it 
    Know where to draw the line 
    Some things aren’t for sale 
    Be tough, but fair 
    Take pride in your work 
    Ride for the brand 
 

This cowboy creed is simple, timeless, and easy for our young 

people to understand while on this journey of self-discovery. 
 

During   Phases II and III, we put those principles to the test by 
doing ranch work projects and working with animal. This puts 
emphasis on work ethic, grit, civic responsibility, and 
commitment, especially when working with the animals and 
learning how to care for them. 

 
Today, many of our young people lack a sense of direction, 
responsibility, and self-worth. This has been replaced with an 

What does  
“Be Somebody” teach 
that keeps them on the 
right track.... 
 

Manuel has never been around 
horses and has had chronic 
truancy and behavioral problems 
at school over the previous 
academic year. At his first visit to 
SJA, Manuel was concerned that 
the horses wouldn’t like him and 
was reluctant to get close or touch 
them. Learning to overcome 
obstacles without becoming 
frustrated and either withdrawing 
from the task or acting out was a 
key goal of Manuel’s 
participation in the Cowboy 
Ethics program. Simple tasks, 
such as learning to groom a horse 
helped Manuel meet his goals. 
The first-time Manuel attempted 
to clean a horse’s hooves he was 
scared and unsuccessful. But with 
patient instruction from his 
volunteer, Manuel learned to trust 
his horse. As he became more 
confident and less anxious he was 
able to successfully clean his 
horse’s hooves. Understanding 
that he could complete a task 
positively when he employs 
patience, teamwork and clear 
communication has begun to 
carry over into his classroom 
environment. His attendance at 
school has improved dramatically 
(he doesn’t want to miss a visit to 
Scatter Joy Acres!) and he 
demonstrates improved social 
skills with his peers as well as his 
teachers. 



overactive sense of entitlement. Employers experience difficulty find hard working, 
trustworthy employees. Many employees do not have a drive to work or have a sense of 
responsibility. Without these skills, there is a lack of development and guidance, which is 
where we use the animals. In the company of animals, students become the most vulnerable. 
The walls and the bravado all begin to fall and the pieces of who they really are start coming 
together. 

 

Think for a moment about the Wild West…the stories and movies you recall. 
 
What comes to mind? Cowboys. Pioneer spirit. Rugged individualism. Tough, hardworking 
people that did what had to be done in order to survive. They had grit, a mental toughness, 
firmness of mind and spirit, unyielding courage. 

 
 

Looking at today’s generation, do you see any of that grit? Do you see determination, 
perseverance, ambition? Highly unlikely. They walk around with this entitlement mindset, 
believing that the world owes them something just for being born. How did we get here? 
How did we get to, “work smarter, not harder.” Why aren’t we doing both? 
Everyone has become incredibly lazy and it shows in our economy. People either want to get 
a substantial paycheck with little skill, work ethic, or just simply choose not work at all. 
Have we forgotten how this country was founded and grown? People didn’t migrate west just 
for fun or because it was easy. They wanted more. They had two choices: to strive or die. 

 

At   Scatter Joy Acres, we teach the importance of grit, a good attitude, integrity, and 
purpose. We use Cowboy Ethics and The Code of the West to squash the entitled mindset in 
today’s youth. We empower these teens to walk into an interview with the mindset of, “here’s 
what I can offer you,” instead of, “what can you offer me?” There is no hand holding or pats 
on the back for bare minimum work ethic. 

 

The horse portion of our program is just a bonus. Believe it or not, horses teach us so much 
about people. A horse is a mirror and will show you all the good, the bad and the ugly in 
your soul. This is important when working with our students because this is when they 
become the most vulnerable. The facades begin to fall and the pieces of who they are rebuilt 
into productive citizens. 

 

During the four phases of our program, they learn what it means to be a decent human being, 
why it’s so important and how it turns into a gateway for skills and jobs that college degrees 
don’t give you. These are YOUR children America! These are the future and have the power 
to bring this country back to the values it was originally built on. 

 
 

“If cowboys symbolize anything, it’s fortitude. And fortitude is not sourced by anger or 
physical strength; it’s sourced by love. Faced with uncertain weather, unruly cattle, and vast 
rangeland, cowboys-historic and current-are willing to suffer for what they love: their 
families, the animals they care for, the land they steward, and their way of life. By definition 
and job description, cowboys show grit in their gut by, well, being cowboys. They must 
persevere or perish. That’s grit.” -American Cowboy, p. 37 

 
 

We have a choice to keep turning the other cheek away or work for positive change. They 

are the future of this nation and we all need to do our part in ensuring their success. At 

Scatter Joy Acres, we are firm believers in tough love, and everything worth having is 

earned through hard work and determination. We believe in the need for a change in 

today’s youth. We believe in the need for a better economy and closer communities. We 



believe in the American Dream and when given the 

right tools, today’s youth, and generations to come are 

capable of achieving anything they set their minds to. 
 
 

Will you commit to helping us change the world, 

one student at a time? 

 

 

 
 

 
 

"There is no quantifiable means to calculate 
the therapeutic, economic, social value and 
sheer joy that is provided by interaction 
with animals and animal-assisted therapy, 
so you will have to settle for these images 
and judge for yourself. 
 

I t was an awesome first day. It was so 
scary the first time I saw a horse. I was 
able to touch a horse for the first time 
in my life. When we rode, it was so 
exciting. I felt happy and proud. I have 
never been around horses and really 
wasn’t sure what this was going to be 
like. I learned that horses are big, 
gentle and kind. It was fun to meet so 
many other kids coming to learn about 
horses. The ranch smelled a bit like 
horses but we did so many fun things. 
There were lots of games. We had to 
clean the stalls and empty water 
buckets with another person with one 
of our legs tied together! That was 
hard, but we laughed a lot! We wore 
blindfolds and led one another through 
an obstacle course. Then we led the 
horses through the same course. Did 
you know that horses live in groups? 
There is one leader who is always 
watching for danger. We kept a journal 
which we could share if we wanted. I 
don’t like to write much but I wrote 
about everything that we did. We 
learned how to groom and tack. Riding 
was fun. I didn’t think I could do it, 
but I did! I even steered through the 
obstacles! Maybe someday I can help 
teach other kids how to ride. The 
above is a compilation of various 
Scatter Joy Acres participants’ journal 
writings (the use of which they have 
permitted). Trying something new, 
interacting with others, discovering 
trust, leadership and so much more has 
helped to inspire and motivate these 
students. It is clear from their own 
words the impact our program is 
beginning to make in their lives. For 
some, it’s gaining the confidence that 
allows them to tackle unfamiliar 
concepts or tasks in an academic 
setting and feel that they can succeed. 
For others, it’s taking their newfound 
communication skills and using them 
in the classroom by asking questions to 
help them better understand what is 
being taught. Most importantly, the 
Cowboy Ethics Program shows these 
participants that learning can be 
exciting and gives them a reason to not 
just stay in school, but to succeed 
academically and socially. 

Overcoming obstacles 


